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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including tlie fee set fortli in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application 
after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has 
been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed 
on 04/09/09 has been entered. 

Applicant's amendment filed 04/09/09 has been entered and carefully 
considered. Claims 1, 2-4, 8-14, 18-24, 28 have been amended. Claims 
15, 17, 25 and 27 have been canceled. However, the limitations of the 
amended claims have not been found to be patentable over prior art of 
record. These claims 1-6, 8-14, 18-24 and 28 are rejected under the 
same ground of rejection as set forth in the office action mailed 10/27/08. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made 
in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 
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2. Claims 1 -6, 8-1 4, 1 8- 24 and 28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hoffberg et al. [US. 
2006/0200253]. 

As per independent claims 1,10 and 20, Hoffberg et al. teach a 
computer implemented method and corresponding system for providing 
a user interface for controlling devices that are currently connected to a 
network comprising the steps/means: 
for at least one of said devices: 

discovering a plurality of devices that are currently connected to the 
network (0869); 

obtaining information for commanding and controlling at least one of the 
plurality of devices by at least one other device currently connected to 
physical layer of the network, wherein the information and including at 
least a device name and service type (0971); 

wherein the physical layer provides a communication medium that can 
be used by the plurality of devices to communicate with each other 
(0890); 

generating a user interface based at least on the obtained information 
(1313), the user interface description including one or more references 
associated with the device information in each of said devices currently 
connected to the network (0666); and 
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displaying tlie generated user interface sucli tliat a user can use eacli 
reference of tlie displayed user interface to access each device (0820); 
when one of the at least one electronic link in the top page user interface 
description is selected by a user, using the selected link to access the 
associated device and use the control interface description contained in 
the selected device to generate a device user interface for user 
interaction with that selected device (0818-0820). 
As per claims 2, 11 and 21, Hoffberg teaches a type of service that 
each device can provide and the user control interface is generated and 
dispalyed based on at least an attribute and capability of the service type 
(0835). 

As per claims 3, 12 and 22, Hoffberg teaches the steps of generating 
the top page the user interface description such that the user interface 
description further includes device data corresponding to each device 
based on the information obtained from each device (0807-0808). 
As per claims 4, 5, 13, 14, 23 and 24, Hoffberg generating the top page 
user interface description further includes the steps of associating a 
hyper-text link (0807) with the device information in each of said devices 
currently connected to the network, such that each hyper-text link 
provides access from the top page user interface description to the 
device information in a corresponding device and the information in each 
device comprises an HTML page for user interaction with and/or control 
of that device (0810). 
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As per claims 6, Hoffberg teaches the device information in each device 
includes device identification information for that device (0831). 

As per claim 8, Hoffberg teaches the steps of generating the top page 
user interface description such that each linl< in the top page user 
interface description provides direct access to at least the user control 
interface description in each associated device (0815). 
As per claims 9, 18 and 28, Hoffberg teaches the steps of generating 
the top page user interface description such that the top page user 
interface description further includes device data corresponding to each 
device based on the information obtained from each device, the device 
data providing one of the at least one electronic link to the user control 
interface description in each device, such that when the one link in the 
top page is user activated, the activated link is used to access the 
associated device and retrieve control interface description contained in 
the corresponding device to generate and display a device user interface 
based on the retrieved control interface description, for user interaction 
with that associated device (0836). 

As per claim 19, which is dependent on claim 10, Hoffberg teaches 
means for generating at least one top page user interface by: using each 
link in the top page user interface description to access the device 
information in each corresponding device, and generating the top page 
user interface including device data corresponding to each device using 
the accessed information in each device (0801-0802). 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant has argued that Hoffberg does not teach or suggest "directly 
obtaining information form one or more of the devices"; the information 
that the device obtains relates only to the user. However, Hoffberg, as 
disclosed in the abstract, teaches an internet appliance adapted for 
communicating with the Internet and a local area network, at least one 
data interface, for controlling a data transfer between the local area 
network and the Internet, and defining a markup language interface 
communicated through a packet data network interface, to control a data 
transfer or control a remote device. It is clear that Hoffberg teaches 
information obtained from the appliances related to the corresponding 
devices not the users. 

Applicant has argued that Hoffberg fails to disclose "accessing the 
associated device and use the control interface description contained in 
the selected device to generate a device user interface for user 
interaction with that selected device", "the top page user interface 
description further includes device data corresponding to each device; 
and using each link in the top page user interface description to access 
the device information in each corresponding device". However, the 
examiner respectfully disagrees because Hoffberg teaches the limitation 
at 0818-0820. Applicant's attention is directed to the cited page "the user 
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programs, through an adaptive user interface according to the present 
invention, the processing of data, by defining a criteria and actions to be 
tal<en based on the determination of the criteria. ..A pattern recognition 
subsystem allows a description of an event without explicit definition of 
the data representing the event. Thus, instead of requiring explicit 
programming, an operator may merely define parameters of the desired 
event. " The event is considered as the description contained in the 
appliance devices. It is clearly that Hoffberg clearly teaches the control 
interface description contained the selected device. 
Applicant's attention is also directed to the abstract which cited "An 
Internet appliance, comprising, within a single housing packet data 
network interface, adapted for communicating with the Internet and a 
local area network, at least one data interface selected from the group 
consisting of a universal serial bus... a voice telephony interface, an 
audio program interface, a video program interface...." 
Applicant also argued that Hoffberg does not teach "a pointer from the 
top page user interface description to at least the device information in 
an associated device." However, the feature is disclosed at the 
paragraph 0830 mentioning learning and adaptive interface that detects 
events and makes decisions based on known or predetermined 
characteristics. Applicant states that the remainder of Hoffberg does use 
the phrase "pointer", but in completely different context. However, the 
applicant is advised to recite "pointer" feature into the claim. 
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Besides, it would liave been well known in the art that device information 
in an associated device has its own link (icon) on the top page user 
interface in order to locate a right device to be controlled. 
Applicant argued that Hoffberg does not teach "the device information in 
each device includes device identification information for that device." 
However, the feature is disclosed at paragraph 0975 which cited "It is 
noted that smart cards or other intelligent or data containing 
identifications system may be used with different types of devices, for 
example video, audio, home appliances...". It means that each device 
contains its own identification information such as smart cards, intelligent 
or data for that device. 

Applicant has argued that Hoffberg does not teach "each link in the top 
page user interface description provides direct access to at least the user 
control interface description in each associated device." However, the 
feature is disclosed at the paragraph 0667 which cited "external inputs 
and outputs may be provided to the videophone or videoconference 
terminal, which maybe processed locally and/or transmitted over the 
telecommunications link. The local device, in this case, is provided with a 
continuous connection or an autodial function, to create a 
communications link as necessary." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Mylinh Iran. 
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The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 
3:00PM at 571-272-4141. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo, can be reached at 571-272-4847, 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 

571^273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either 
Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Mylinh Tran 
Art Unit 2179 

/Weilun Lo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



